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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuit of County Position on Legislation

AB 2560 (Ridley-Thomas), as amended on August 8, 2006 would create a Public
School Health Center Support Program (Program) administered by the California
Department of Health Services (CDHS) in cooperation with the State Department of
~ Education to encourage the establishment, retention, or expansion of school public
health centers in California. The Program would provide technical assistance to school
health centers.on effective outreach and enroliment strategies to identify children who
are eligible for, but not enrolled in, Medi-Cal and the Healthy Families Program. CDHS
would be required to maintain a database of health services provided by school heaith
centers for health issues unique to school-aged youth including childhood obesity,
asthma, immunizations against communicable diseases, and child and adolescent
mental health disorders. AB 2560 would require the Program to submit a biennial report
to the Legislature regarding public school health centers beginning on or before
January 1, 2009.

The Department of Public Health recommends that the County support AB 2560
because it will enhance outreach and promote enrollment of children in Medi-Cal and
Healthy Families programs through school health centers, and we concur. Consistent
with existing Board policy to support increased funding of Medi-Cal and Healthy
Families Program outreach, enrollment, and retention activities, our Sacramento
advocates will support AB 2560.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”
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AB 2560 is sponsored by the California School Health Centers Association and
supported by over 50 organizations and individuals including the Adolescent Health
Working Group, Altamed Health Services Corporation, California Adolescent Health
- Collaborative, California Association for Nurse Practitioners, California Center for Public
Health Advocacy, California Dental Association, California Family Health Council,
California Federation of Teachers, California Medical Association, California Primary
Care Association, California Clinic Association of Los Angeles County, Dental Health
Foundation, L.A. Care Health Plan, Los Angeles County Office of Education,
Los Angeles Free Clinic, and the Mental Health Association of California. It is opposed
by the California Right to Life Committee, Citizens Commission on Human Rights, and
Concerned Women for America. AB 2560 passed the Senate Appropriations
Committee on August 17, 2006 by a vote of 8 to 5 and now moves to the Senate Floor.

SB 362 (Torlakson), as amended on June 26, 2006 would provide grants and funding
to enhance the quality of instruction in physical education in K through 12 public schools
by expanding the data required to be collected to ensure compliance with physical
education requirements, hiring additional physical education specialists, and training
teachers for professional development in physical education. It also would make it more
difficult for a student to be excused from taking physical education in high school.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that only one in four
school-age children gets the recommended amount of physical activity each day, which
is 30 minutes of moderate activity or 20 minutes of vigorous activity. There is strong
evidence that a student's physical fitness improves when a student participates in
school-based physical education classes with enhanced activity levels. According to
the Legislature’s findings, a lack of adequate physical activity and appropriate nutrition
has greatly contributed to the epidemic levels of obesity found in California. The
California Department of Health Services reports that obesity results in Statewide costs
of more than $21.7 million annually for health care, workers’ compensation, and lost
productivity.

The Department of Public Health recommends that the County support SB 362 because
it will provide the necessary funding to enhance physical education programs for
students in the K through 12 grades which will encourage students to lead healthier
lives and learn life-long lessons regarding the importance of physical fitness, and we
concur. Consistent with existing Board policy to support measures which establish,
enhance, or fund policies, programs, research, standards, education curriculum, and
public awareness campaigns that encourage physical activity, healthy eating, breast -
feeding, availability of nutritious and safe foods, and reduce the prevalence of smoking
and obesity, our Sacramento advocates will support SB 362.

SB 362 is supported by over 40 organizations or individuals including the American

Cancer Society, American Heart Association, American Sports Institute, California
Association of Nurse Practitioners, California Center for Public Health Advocacy,
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California Dietetic Association, California Parts and Recreation Society, California
School Nurses Organization, California State Parent Teachers Association, Health
Officers Association of California, and the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, among
many others. There is no registered opposition. SB 362 is on the Assembly
- Appropriations Committee’s suspense file.

SB 1674 (Murray), as amended on August 14, 2006 would increase the reimbursement
rate for free and reduced-price school meals from 14 cents to 21 cents for local
education agencies (LEAs) and child development centers. As a condition of
qualification for the increased rate, LEAs and child development centers would be
required to follow the United States Department of Agriculture nutritional guidelines, and
would be prohibited from selling or serving any deep fried food item.

A recent Assembly Appropriations Committee report indicates that current State
reimbursement rates are not adequate to fully fund school nutrition programs. School
districts receive reimbursements from a mix of Federal and State funding sources.
State reimbursement for free and reduced-price meals for FY 2005-06 covered about
four percent of the total cost of a lunch. Adding the Federal rate of 65 percent, school
districts are left with approximately 31 percent of the total cost of a lunch, or $1.06 per
lunch. The State’s low reimbursement rate is a result of legislation passed in 1990,
when California faced a budget crisis, which eliminated the automatic annual cost of
living adjustments to State school meal reimbursement rates. While the costs of
providing meals in schools have been rising, the State reimbursement rates have
remained well below the cost of meals.

The Department of Public Health recommends that the County support SB 1674
because the potential to receive more funding for school meals under
SB 1674 will encourage schools to adopt appropriate nutritional standards and will help
ensure that students have access to a nutritious school meal, and we concur.
Consistent with existing Board policy to support measures which expand, provide
additional funding for, reduce barriers to, and increase enrollment in food assistance
programs, including income guidelines and benefits for Federal and State Food
Assistance Programs, our Sacramento advocates will support SB 1674.

SB 1674 is co-sponsored by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, the
Los Angeles Unified School District and the California School Employees Association.
it is supported by the Association of California Urban School Districts, California
Association of School Business Officials, California Center for Public Health Advocacy,
California School Nutrition Association, California State Parent Teachers Association,
Long Beach Unified School District, and Western Growers, among others. There is no
registered opposition. SB 1674 is on the Assembly Appropriations Committee’s
suspense file.
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Legislation of County Interest

AB 2366 (Karnette), which allows the reinstatement of safety members who were
required to retire because they met the mandatory retirement age, was signed by the
Governor on July 24, 2006. The bill applies only to the County, and would be operative
only if approved by a vote of the Board after which individuals would make an"
application to the Board of Retirement for reinstatement. The bill was sponsored by the
Sheriff.

Status of County-Interest Legislation

County-opposed AB 1873 (Torrico), which would raise the age at which an infant can
be safely surrendered from 72 hours of age or younger to up to 30 days, and allow a
county board of supervisors to designate fire stations as an official safe surrender site
as long the fire stations have consulted with county child welfare agencies, passed the
Senate on August 16, 2006 by a vote of 27 to 9, and now proceeds to the Assembly for
concurrence in Senate amendments.

County-supported SB 1206 (Kehoe), which originally attempted to reform key
elements of California redevelopment law, was substantially amended on August 7,
2006. The amended version of the bill deletes provisions reflecting extensive
discussions among the author’s staff, my office and County Counsel, that would have,
among other provisions, strengthened redevelopment law and curbed potential abuse
by requiring redevelopment plans to base blight findings on “clear and convincing
evidence.” Because these provisions were dropped, and the remainder of the bill make
changes that do not effectively apply to the County’s situation, or are of modest benefit,
our Sacramento advocates will now take no position on SB 1206. The bill is
pending consideration by the Assembly Committee on Appropriations with no hearing
date set.

Master Bill List

A roster containing the status of all bills of County interest is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:.GK
Mal:JF:MS:hg

- Attachment
C: All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist

Local 660
Coalition of County Unions
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